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Two Families, One Valley

e Mohawk Valley as contested homeland
» George Klock (Palatine settler)

* Joseph Brant (Thayendanegea - Mohawk |leader)

e Story shaped by land, authority, and shifting power

tory about land, authority, and how

Tonight, | want to walk through a story that unfolded 300 years ago in the Mohawk Valley. It."

disputes developed over time.

It also involves two people connected to Mmi/y history. George Klock was _my-'s‘ép&énth great-grandfathessg p};"B,-ant was my wife’s

seventh great-grandfather.

One came from a Palatirman settler family. The other wa%nto a Mohawk fanailfAWithiRCeEPNOOE valley. Their lives
intersected because of lang-

¥—and be e the way land was handled while they weqENiIVIRGRALOUGH
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The Mohawk Valley Before the Crisis

* Mohawk Nation homeland prior to European settlement
 Palatine settlers lived among Mohawk communities

* Land agreements handled locally through clan leadership

Bejore the major disputes, the Mohawk Valley was not an empty frontier. It was Mohawk landi=5s a5

When Palatine settlers arrived, they lived among the Mohawks. Land agreements were handled locally, face to face, often through clan
leaders. > o

What mattered most was whether the Mohawk cor%ty rec%d the agreement—not wheier pa sted far away.

™
o B

ot __ Sources: H%dengas‘aunee Confederacy Maps; NY StategVit




¥

ge anfed;#cy Maps; NY Sta




Henrich Klock Arrives (1710)

e Henrich Klock arrived with Palatine migration in 1710
 Settled among Mohawks in the Mohawk Valley

* George Klock born 1714 into a bilingual frontier world

migration.

George Klock's father, Henrich Klock, arrived in Colonial America in 1710 as part of the Palati

He lived among the Mohawks and raised his family there. George Klock was born./_'_q}l}ind grew up in a val/__ A w[jere Mohawks and
settlers interacted daily. _ e
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That background shaped how he understood land, @ation, ﬁuthority
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1729 Livingston—Van Horne Patent

e Livingston—Van Horne Patent granted in 1729
e Approximately 8,000 acres involved

* Mohawk objections over lack of proper clan approval

The larger land conflict begins in 1729. Philip Livingston and Abraham Van Horne received a 7

acres—west of Schenectady.

The Mohawks objected immediately, sayi e land had not been properly. agprb’;éd, especially by clan me P
.wi‘"

Colonial officials approved it anyway, setting a prec%that woiiﬁ cause problems for decadesi o
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Mohawk Warnings (1746)

e Mohawk petitions warning of land fraud
e Alcohol undermining Mohawk communities

* Early resistance before Klock becomes central figure

By the 1740s, Mohawk leaders were already pushing back. They warned colonial officials ab.ishc;h“est land dealings and alcohol.

One petition said they were “melting like snow.in the warm sun.” r,y

This shows that pressure over land existéﬁ%l befor: ck became a centﬁ?ffigure.
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George Klock Appears (1747)

e George Klock (Johanguergh / George / Ury / Jerry)

» Spoke Mohawk language

* Negotiated directly with Mohawk clan leaders

Klock appears clearly in the record by the late 1740s. His name appears in several forms—Joye:rEj-i; Klock, often called George, Ury,
or Jerry Klock.
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Importantly, he spoke the Mohawk langu and dealt directly with Mohaw{c -g:_iu% Teaders.

@!‘v’j
At this point, no single authority controlled land tm@ons. ’
|
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King Hendrick & the Covenant Chain (1753)

e Albany meeting of 1753
e King Hendrick warns Covenant Chain is weakening

* Hendrick defends legitimacy of Klock’s dealings

aye'rai; Klock, often called George, Ury,

Klock appears clearly in the record by the late 1740s. His name appears in several forms—Joh
or Jerry Klock. e

Importantly, he spoke the Mohawk langu and dealt directly with Mohawk.';g:_luh’- '7gaders.

e
At this point, no single authority controlled land tm@ons. ’
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Sir William Johnson Consolidates Power (1756)

* French & Indian War elevates Johnson’s authority
* Johnson appointed Superintendent of Indian Affairs

* Centralized control over land negotiations

Sir William Johnson rose to power during the French and Indian War.

After leading Mohawk and colonial forces at Lake George in 1755—the Crown appc_)___igte"im Superintendent orlng_;f_/_fan Affairs.

From that point forward, land negotiatio imarily flowed through Johns’*’é“’ﬁ./-
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Molly Brant & Johnson Hall

* Molly Brant as Mohawk clan mother
e Sister of Joseph Brant; partner of Sir William Johnson

* Johnson Hall as political and diplomatic center

Living at Johnson Hall was Molly Brant—a Mohawk clan mother and Joseph Brant’s sister. i

She was also Johnson’s common-law wife. Through her, Johnson gained Iegitimacx;g;j,th?ohawk society.

Johnson Hall became a political center W’#decisio ffecting land and (’ﬂfﬁémacy were shaped. 4
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Klock Expands (1754—1762)

* Klock / Harrison Patent
e Purchases large portions of Livingston Patent

* Authority of Mohawk signatories later disputed

From 1754 through 1762, Klock steadily expanded his landholdings, purchasing large sections: é"jﬁ7'29 Philip Livingston Patent along
with land in the Klock—Harrison Patent.

ere sober and willing, while: Ia't_’g[;dféf;tes questioned prope
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Investigations Without Trial (1762)

e Investigations documented in Johnson Papers
 Klock required to post £3,000 bond

* No formal trial or final judgment

The Johnson Papers show increasing pressure on Klock.

He was investigated repeatedly and forced to post a £3,000 bond. _ ,f’y

There was no trial and no verdict. The si[%n was wged, not resolved.
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1766 Canajoharie Patent Treaty

e Canajoharie Patent Treaty drafted in 1766

* 9,900-year lease involving monetary payment

* Rejected by Mohawk clan mothers

e Original document sold at auction in 2014 for $57,500

In 1766, Klock and his associates attempted a sweeping lease—9,900 years, involving money,

Mohawk clan mothers rejected it outright, and Johnson condemned it.

That original treaty went on the auction%in ZO%d sold for S5 7,500??501? shows how significaais db, cument remains.
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Joseph Brant’s Early Life

 Joseph Brant born c.1743
e Educated in colonial schools

* Exposure to British political culture

Joseph Brant was born around 1743 and received a colonial education.

He spoke English fluently and spent time in the Johnson household, learning diplo_;rggg,y" military leadership.

This positioned him differently from mos%awk /e&s of his generati OW
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Joseph Brant Comes to Power

* Brant emerges as key Mohawk leader
e Acts as diplomat between Mohawks and British

* Increasing authority during land disputes

As pressure on Mohawk land increased, Brant’s influence grew.

He became a leading Mohawk voice and a trusted figure within British circles. 5%

Brant actively shaped how Mohawk inte%vere rep&ented.
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Violence Comes Home

e Early 1770s violence escalates conflict
* Klock’s home attacked and property destroyed

* Breakdown of negotiation

By the early 1770s, the dispute turned violent.




George Klock Goes to England (1773)

 Klock travels to England
e Summoned before British authorities

* Leaves before inquiry; claims unresolved

In 1773, Klock traveled to England to defend his land claims.

Mohawks accused him of misconduct, and he was summoned to appear before Br/tlsh c:als

e

Klock departed England before the /nqw?ﬂwd be %eawng his clmms%nresolved and damag/n geils ility with colonial
officials. g
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Joseph Brant Goes to England (1773)

 Joseph Brant travels to England with Guy Johnson
* Meets King George Il

* Secures promises to defend Mohawk lands

That same year, Joseph Brant traveled to England with Guy Johnson.

He met King George lll, was welcomed into high society, and secured promises th_q__t»--:gbe"’wn would protect Mohawk land rights.
> i_f;:l o

He returned with greater authority. ” ' g
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Revolution & Divided Loyalties

e American Revolution divides valley
e Brant serves as Captain in British Indian Department

* Klock family supports American cause

During the Revolution, Brant became a Captain in the British Indian Department.

He led Mohawk, Seneca, and Loyalist forces at Oriskany and in raids across the valleyy

Klock, his brothers, and his sons support% Amerigégngcause, serving in lt*)‘cal m/l/tla units.

*
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Colonel Jacob Klock

e Brother of George Klock
e Colonel in'the Tryon County Militia

* Served in frontier defense during the Revolutionary War

luﬁonary War.

Klock’s brother, Colonel Jacob Klock, served as a colonel in the Tryon County militia during f_-;' 0

He was involved. in the defense of the Mohawk Valley during a period marked. by, rglg,s;» nter—raids, and constant frontier violence.
it ._?;' y d e

His service reflects how members of the @famil@me directly involved ;n the military struggleqofiGes L onflict turned into open
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Judge Jacob G. Klock

e Judge Jacob G. Klock born 1738
e Member of first NY State Senate

* Served on land and confiscation committees

George Klock’s son, Judge Jacob G. Klock, was born in 1738 and lived through the Revolution. ; 8

He later served.in the first New York State Senate and sat on committees dealmg _Wl:t »c'nf/scated Native lands S

Jacob G Klock is also my sixth great- graﬂ%ﬁer w. &veans this story diﬁy; end with George Klo =t ,__ ed on into the next
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What Happened to the Land

* Klock claimed thousands of acres of land at peak
e Approximately 10,000-15,000 acres
* Land passed to children by 1786

When you put all the surviving records together, Klock’s name shows up across several thousd rr of land over time.

at land remained in the qr’,_)_j__g\/:'ly, and was

Not all those claims held. After years of disputes and investigations, only a portion of:th

eventually passed on to his children.
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Closing

« Mohawk Valley land history is complex
e Authority and power shaped outcomes

* Details matter when interpreting the past

This story shows how complex land disputes in the Mohawk Valley really were.

Negotiation, conflict, authority, and timing all played a role.

Understanding the details matters—bec#ﬂistoryi rely simple. \ g
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